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With the creation of a synthetic CRISPR (clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic 

repeats) science-fiction has become reality and humane genetic engineering is a plausible way to 

help eliminate disease and birth defects. CRISPR was introduced in 2012 as a tool that can easily 

and cheaply be used to alter DNA ("Genetic Engineering" 1). Even though there are strong 

biases against doing human trials for genetic engineering and that the long-term repercussions 

are yet unknown, with the right regulations and federal funding to guide it, human genetic 

engineering could be a great boon to society.  There is a current issue with the field regarding 

Chinese Scientist He Jiankui, who conducted his own unethical genetic modification experiment 

and brought to term twin girls that he claims are immune to the H.I.V. People are calling for 

regulations of all germline experiments. There are several diseases that genetic engineering can 

help treat such as genetic disorders like cystic fibrosis and hemophilia and health issues like 

emphysema and muscular dystrophy, it also shows potential to be a treatment, to be paired with 

chemotherapy, for cancer ("Genetic Engineering" 2).  The current regulations restricting genetic 

modifications only effect federal funding for the experiments and not the actual experiments 

themselves. There exist proposed guidelines for the limitation of human genetic engineering. 

Though they may be in response to He Jiankui’s experiment, they attempt to advance the field 

considering the mounting opposition, which is a step in the right direction. 
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